CHAPTER X
PRETORIA
THE capture of Bloemfontein marks a distinct
stage in the war. During the next six weeks
Headquarters remained in that town and a
Proclamation was issued calling on the bur-
ghers to submit Those who brought in their
rifles and took an oath of neutrality were then
allowed to return to their farms. Many took
advantage of this, and hopes were raised that
the Free Staters had accepted the occupation
of their capital as decisive. This, however,
was far from being the case, and though there
were no more general engagements on a big
scale the war dragged on for another two
years in a way which was infinitely more
irritating.
In considering his further strategy Roberts
had two courses open to him. First, to take
no step forward until his rear and flanks were
absolutely and finally safe from local risings
or from raids like those of De Wet.
The second course was to advance boldly
into the Transvaal, taking ordinary precautions
to guard the lines of communication. Roberts
adopted this as the basis of his strategy. Many
Free Staters were still coming in; to escape
from the stigma of cowardice and desertion
they maintained that the whole country was
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